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1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF EDITORIAL IN WASHINGTON POST 
SATURDAY MAY 14, 1977 REGARDING THE JAY APPOINTMENT 
ENTITLED "SPECIAL RELATIONS". BEGIN TEXT: BRITAIN'S PRIME 
MINISTER, JAMES CALLAGHAN, HAS SET OFF A SPLENDID ROW IN 
LONDON BY APPOINTING HIS SON-IN-LAW TO BE AMBASSADOR TO 
WASHINGTON. TEMPERATURES ARE RUNNING PARTICULARLY HIGH 
WITHIN THE PRIME MINISTER'S OWN LABOR PARTY. BENEATH THE 
THE FURIOUS CHARGES OF NEPOTISM THERE IS DOUBTLESS ANOTHER 
AND MORE SUBSTANTIAL ISSUE. THE AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE, 

PETER JAY, HAS BEEN FOR 10 YEARS THE ECONOMICS COLUMINIST 
OF THE LONDON TIMES, AND HIS VIEW OF THE WORLD HAS NOT 
BEEN TERRIBLY FLATTERING TO THE SOCIALIST VERITIES THAT 
THE LABOR PARTY CHERISHES. THE CHARGE OF NEPOTISM APPEARS, 

IN FACT, TO BE A BUM RAP. THE CHOICE OF MR. JAY EVIDENTLY 
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OWES MORE TO HIS OLD FRIEND DAVID OWEN, THE NEW FOREIGN 
MINISTER. BUT THE INCIDENT BRINGS UP A PERENNIAL QUESTION: 

WHAT’S AN AMBASSADOR FOR? 

THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IS VERY MUCH ON THE DEFENSIVE IN 

THIS AFFAIR, EMITTING A SUSURRATION OF UNATTRIBUTED 
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EXPLANATION THAT STRIKES US AS INANE. THERE WAS THE 
ANONYMOUS SUGGESTION THAT PERHAPS THE INCUMBENT AMBASSADOR, 
SIR PETER RAMSBOTHAM, WAS TOO IRREVOCABLY MIDDLE-AGED TO 
DEAL WITH THE BRIGHT YOUNG PEOPLE WHO SWARM AROUND PRESIDENT 
CARTER AT THE WHITE HOUSE. (SIR PETER IS 57. MR. JAY IS 
40. MR. CARTER IS 52. SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE IS 60. AMY 
IS 9. SO WHAT?) THEN THERE WAS THE HINT THAT THE EMBASSY 
HAD BEEN INVITING THE WRONG PEOPLE TO ITS PARTIES - THESE 
AFFAIRS ARE SAID TO BE EITHER TOO STIFF OR, ACCORDING TO 
AN ALTERNATIVE RUMOR, TOO FRIVOLOUS FOR A COUNTRY IN SUCH 
ECONOMIC TROUBLE. IT'S THE SORT OF STUFF THAT GOVERNMENTS 
PUT AROUND WHEN THEY'RE EMBARRASSED. 

GOVERNMENTS HAVE THEIR OWN REASONS FOR MOVING DIPLOMATS, 

AND AMBASSADORS OF ALL AGES ARE WELCOME IN THIS CAPITAL. 
AMERICANS ARE A BROAD-MINDED PEOPLE, WHO ALSO WILL NOT HOLD 
FAMILY ASSOCIATIONS, OR PREVIOUS NEWSPAPER CONNECTIONS, 

AGAINST A FOREIGN VISITOR. BUT THERE IS NO PLEASURE IN 
SEEING SIR PETER LEAVE. HE HAS ABLY REPRESENTED HIS 
GOVERNMENT HERE, WORKING WITH NOTABLE GRACE AND SKILL AT A 
DISHEARTENING TIME, WHEN THE MAIN BUSINESS BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES WAS A SERIES OF DIVISIVE CRISES OF ECONOMIC POLICY 
AND FINANCE. HIS SUCCESSOR WILL ARRIVE AT A HAPPIER 
MOMENT, AS NORTH SEA OIL BEGINS TO BALANCE BRITAIN'S 
INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTS, STRENGTHEN THE POUND AND LIFT THE 
SPIRITS OF BRITISH DIPLOMACY. END TEXT 

2. COVERAGE OF JAY APPOINTMENT IN PRESS, NETWORK TELEVISION, 

RADIO HAS BEEN MUTED, USING LONDON ORIGIN MATERIAL. CHRISTOPHER 
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